
 

 

18 May 2020 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

By email to: accessible.streets@nzta.govt.nz 

 

Submission on Accessible Streets Regulatory Package 2020 
Introduction 

1. The New Zealand Walking Access Commission Ara Hīkoi Aotearoa is the Crown agent responsible for 
providing leadership on outdoor access issues. We administer a national strategy on outdoor access, 
including tracks and trails. We map outdoor access, provide information to the public, oversee a code 
of responsible conduct in the outdoors, help to resolve access disputes and negotiate new access. 

2. The Commission has a small team in Wellington and a network of regional field advisors. An 
independent board governs our work. Our governing piece of legislation is the Walking Access Act 
2008. 

3. Much of our work relates to active transport. In particular we support the creation, maintenance, 
enhancement and promotion of walking and cycling both for recreation and for commuting to local 
destinations such as a schools, places of work and shops. 

Making our streets accessible to all  
4. The Commission broadly supports the five goals and the recommendations of the Accessible Streets 

Regulatory Package. 
5. We applaud the concept of making our streets accessible to all, not just those in cars.  

Trails are integral to our transport network 
6. The Commission’s believes that New Zealand’s growing web of tracks and trails form an integral part 

of the country’s transport network. Developing these tracks and trails by linking them into the 
network of footpaths and cycleways gives cyclists and walkers more options. 

7. Well-designed tracks and trails are often safer, better for mental and physical health, more enjoyable, 
more environmentally friendly ways for people to get from one place to another than footpaths 
running alongside roads that have been designed initially for cars.  

8. These tracks also lessen the pressure on roads and footpaths that run alongside those roads. Our 
Taranaki Tracks and Trails 2040 project is a good example of how this can happen – creating off-road 
trails that locals can use; making their commute and recreational use a safe, healthy and 
enjoyable experience, attracting more tourists to the area, and driving economic growth for the 
region.  

9. New Zealand’s tracks and trails differ from many other countries in the world because many of them 
are shared use; both cyclists and walkers use them. We think this experience could be valuable to the 
accessible streets vision. 

Making shared paths safe for all users 
10. We recognise that well-designed shared paths can provide safe, enjoyable healthy transport options 

for everyone using those paths. This applies to footpaths and cycle paths as well as tracks. The key 
principle for their success is that the design and the regulations must support the safety of the 
slowest and most vulnerable users of those paths.  
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11. We support the requirement for all other footpath users to give way to pedestrians. We also support 
the introduction of a speed limit on footpaths and enabling the ability of road controlling authorities 
to lower the speed limit or restrict users on footpaths if needed. 

12. We support the regulations clarifying the types of small transport devices that people can use on 
footpaths and cycle paths, such as e-scooters.  

13. We support the proposal to allow transport devices, such as e-scooters, to use cycle lanes and paths. 
Based on the principle that the regulations support the slowest and most vulnerable users we also 
think they should give priority to cyclists over people who use powered transport devices including e-
bikes.  

14. We are aware that older people’s and disabled people’s organisations have raised concerns about 
motorised devices and bikes on footpaths and around bikes on roads. These concerns are serious and 
must be addressed. 

15. Giving local authorities the ability to add further speed restrictions and/or to restrict the types of 
transport on specific footpaths, shared paths and cycle paths may help to address these concerns. The 
regulations’ focus on promoting courtesy and good behaviour will also help. 

16. Requiring cyclists and powered transport devices to use cycle lanes and paths where they exist, and 
only allowing them to use footpaths where they do not, may also contribute to a solution, if 
combined with extensive support for the creation of new cycle lanes and paths. 

17. We support giving priority to active transport and public transport over car traffic at intersections and 
we support mandatory overtaking gaps for motor vehicles overtaking active transport users.  

Investing in active transport 
18. We note that, for these regulations to succeed, they need infrastructure to support them. This will 

require more investment in footpaths, cycle lanes and cycle paths across the country, including 
outside our major cities. Part of that transport network will include off-road tracks and trails. This is 
especially true in new subdivisions and rapidly developing peri-urban areas. Our projects in the North 
Waikato and Pūhoi to Pākiri are good examples of how this may work. 

19. For more information on our submission please contact Asher Wilson-Goldman, the Commission’s 
strategic communications and partnerships manager | pou whakahaere, whakawhitiwhiti kōrero, 
hononga rautaki. asher.wilson-goldman@walkingaccess.govt.nz or 04 815 8517 

 

 

Ric Cullinane 

Chief executive | Tumuaki 

Walking Access Commission Ara Hīkoi Aotearoa 

 

 

https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/about-us/our-work/south-aucklandnorth-waikato-outdoor-access-project/
https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/about-us/our-work/south-aucklandnorth-waikato-outdoor-access-project/
https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/about-us/our-work/promoting-access-puhoi-to-pakiri/
mailto:asher.wilson-goldman@walkingaccess.govt.nz

	Submission on Accessible Streets Regulatory Package 2020
	Introduction
	Making our streets accessible to all
	Trails are integral to our transport network
	Making shared paths safe for all users
	Investing in active transport


