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By email:  
  
 
Official Information Act Request: Commission’s position on firearms 
 
Dear , 
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 February 2020 requesting information on the Commission’s 

position on firearms. 

 

The letter seeks clarification on aspects of the information requested in order to best meet your 

request.  I also include some background on the Commission’s operations and approaches 

relating to firearms that may be helpful in clarifying your request for information. 

 
 
Clarification 
 
Understanding the term ‘walkway’ 
 
The Commission defines a Walkway specifically as a Walkway easement established under 

Part 3 of Walking Access Act 2008 (WAA).    The term is also widely used to describe a path or 

track, generally well formed, which is commonly used by the public.  The Commission’s 

convention is to distinguish the two terms by referring to an ‘uppercase’ Walkway established 

under the WAA with a ‘lowercase’ walkway as a commonly used path. 

 

Walkways established under the WAA are but one form of public access.  The establishment 

of Walkway easements is negotiated with the landholder and access conditions my include 

types of access (walking, cycling, vehicle access, with dogs and with firearms) and other 

restrictions (such as closure during lambing, logging operations or extreme fire dangers). 

 

Rights of public access also exist on legal roads (formed and unformed), marginal strips, 

esplanade reserves, esplanade strips, public conservation land, regional parks and reserves, 

and over a range of licences, right of ways and other public access easements. 

   

Access on many of these instruments and land types is not always practical due to the nature 

of the terrain or vegetation cover.  While a right of access exists, and keen trampers and 

hunters may find a way across, this would not generally be understood as a ‘walkway’. 

 

Are you able to clarify your understanding of the term ‘walkway’ in the context of your request? 



 

  

“Right” as used in reference to firearms in the Outdoor Access Code 
 
The carriage and use of firearms is mentioned several times in the Commission’s Outdoor 

Access Code. 

 

The Code’s advice may be summarised as, “The right to carry firearms depends on the 

existing rights that run with access. For example, if the access is by way of an unformed legal 

road, then persons using that access will be able to do all of the things that are lawful on a 

legal public road. That would generally include the right to carry a firearm, but may not include 

the right to use a firearm. Other forms of legal access may have more restrictions on the 

carrying and use of firearms.” 

 

The Code also notes, “Hunting requires both the carrying and use of firearms, which are two 

separate issues. The safe use of firearms is controlled by the Arms Act 1983 which is 

administered by the New Zealand Police. The Arms Code is a firearms safety manual issued 

by the New Zealand Police. The Firearms Safety pamphlet published by the New Zealand 

Mountain Safety Council (Appendix 7) summarises key points of firearms safety and licencing.” 

 

I am not clear on what is meant by your request for, “All information on meaning [sic] of the 

word “right” as used in reference to firearms in the Commission’s 2019 brochure.”   

 
 
Background 
 
Firearms policy 
 
The Commission does not have any existing policy on the use of firearms.  Use of firearms is 

controlled by the Arms Act 1983 (and subsequent amendments) and associated regulations, 

and the Arms Code. In the case of commercial operations involving firearms (such as guided 

hunting businesses), the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 would also apply. 

 

The recent and proposed changes to New Zealand’s firearms law are not within the 

Commission’s ambit and we have not collected or produced any information on this matter.  

 

If new legislation impacts on our current access advice or access management, we will 

consider and incorporate that new legislation as appropriate. 

 
Walkway easements and carriage of firearms 
 
The Commission negotiates Walkway Easement access conditions with the landholder on a 

case by case basis.  This negotiation includes the route alignment, any track formation and 

signage, and access conditions such as types of access (such as walking, cycling, carriage of 

firearms and with dogs) and restrictions (such as closure during lambing, high fire danger or 

logging operations).  

 



 

  

The negotiation process generally results in the alignment of, and conditions of access on, a 

Walkway Easement that mitigates any adverse impacts on the range of activities on the 

grantee’s land.   

 

Where a Walkway easement provides access over private land to public land with legal 

hunting opportunities, the Commission seeks to provide for the carriage of unloaded firearms.  

This condition is at the landholder’s discretion.   

 

Existing rights of access 

 

An existing right of public access exists on a range of land types and easements.  Examples 

include legal roads (formed and unformed), marginal strips, esplanade reserves, esplanade 

strips, public conservation land, regional parks and reserves, and over a range of licences, 

right of ways and other public access easements. 

 

In these cases adjoining landholders, and those with a public access instrument on their title, 

“have a duty to take all practicable steps to ensure that no work-related hazard that is, or 

arises, in a place of work harms people in the vicinity of the place, including people who are in 

the vicinity of the place solely for the purpose of recreation or leisure.” 

 

Regarding the use of firearms, the Commission understands that adjoining landholders, and 

those with a public access instrument on their title, are subject to existing firearms laws.    

 

Work on compiling the information requested will re-commence on receipt of your response. 

 

Please contact me directly if you have any further queries. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 
 
 
 
Ric Cullinane 
Chief Executive 
 




